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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 8-29-05 
has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant amendment of 8-29-05 added new claims 25 and 26 and canceled claims 1 - 
19. 

Currently, claims 20 - 26 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 25 and 26 recites the limitation "instructions" in these claims. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.G. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for alj 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 20, 21 and 23 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Tanner (2002/0180786 A1) in view of "IBM software Agent 

Technology Helps Users Control Web Information"; Business Wire; July 30, 1997 

(hereafter referred to as "IBM"). 

Regarding claim 20 and related claim 24, Tanner teaches a device and method for 
operating a computing device to allow a user to interact with network sites over a 
network interface, the method comprising: 
initiating operation of browser software on said computing device; 
automatically configuring said browser software using a set of preference 
information store.d at said computing device, said preference information including a 
ranking/emphasis of preferred ones of said plurality of network sites, said ranking 
previously established based on characteristic information stored at said computing 
device automatically measured based on previous network activity of said user; 
operating said browser software to interact with a plurality of network sites; 
detecting at said computing device interactions with said plurality of network sites; 
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updating said characteristic information stored at said computing device based on said 
detected interactions, said 

characteristic information including information identifying the duration and frequency of 
visits to each of said plurality of network sites; and 

updating said preference information based on said updated characteristic information 
to automatically reconfigure user preferences indicated by said browser software (see at 
least Abstract, Para(s) 005, 0012, 0014, 0020 t- 0021 , 0026 and Figure 2A - 3 and 
4a). 

While Tanner does disclose providing emphasis to websites accessed, the reference 
does not specifically disclose ranking of these previously accessed sites. 

On the other hand in the same area of intelligent filter/agent, IBM teaches ranking of 
these previously accessed sites (Page 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the time of the 
invention to have provided the method and device of Tanner with the method and 
device of IBM to have enabled a method and device as recited in claim 24. Tanner 
discloses the method as recited in claim 24 but is silent with regard to ranking (Abstract, 
Para(s) 005, 0012, 0014). In turn, IBM discloses a method and device for a browser with 
an intelligent agent that ranks previously accessed sites (Page 1). Therefore, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to extend Tanner with a method and 
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device for ranking of these previously accessed sites - in order to enhance the 
connivance and usefulness for the user in interacting with the sites. 

Regarding claim 21 and related claim 23, Tanner teaches a computing device, wherein 
said characteristic information further includes information identifying at least one of: 

(i) a network site with the greatest frequency of visits by said computing device; 

(ii) a network site having the greatest time spent by said computing device; (iii) a 
network site having the greatest number of downloads by said computing device (Figure 
2A); (iv) a network site for which said computing device selected the largest window 
size; and (v) a network site having the greatest number of keystrokes interaction by said 
computing device. 

Regarding claims 25 and 26, the integration of software modules or adding as a plug-in 
is well known to one of ordinary skill and thereby would have been an obvious extension 
of Tanner. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Tanner and IBM as applied to claim 20 above, and further in view 
of Ambroziak (US 6,41 5,31 9 B1 ). 

The combination of Tanner and IBM substantially discloses and teaches the applicant's 
invention. 
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However, the combination does not specifically disclose and teach a computing device, 
wherein said preference information further stores at least one alterative network site for 
at least one of said ranked network sites. 

On the other hand and regarding claim 22, Ambroziak teaches a computing device, 
wherein said preference information further stores at least one alterative network site for 
at least one of said ranked network sites (Col 1 , lines 59 - 62 and Col 2, lines 14 - 21 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have provided the 
combination of Tanner and IBM with a computing device wherein said preference 
information further stores at least one alterative network site for at least one of said 
ranked network sites. The combination of Tanner and IBM discloses and teaches the 
applicant's invention as recited in Claim 20 and 24. In turn and in the same area of 
browser based devices, Ambroziak discloses a computing device wherein said 
preference information further stores at least one alterative network site for at least one 
of said ranked network sites. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to extend the computing device of Tanner with a computing device wherein 
said preference information further stores at least one alterative network site for at least 
one of said ranked network sites. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 20 -24 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The new art.is Tanner (US 2002/- 
1 80786 A1 ), IBM and Ambroziak (US 6,41 5,31 9 B1 ). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rob Rhode whose telephone number is 571.272.6761. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571.272. 7159. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

571.273.8300 [Official communications; including 

After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

[Informal/Draft communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 
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Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 

Drive, Arlington, VA, 7 th floor receptionist. 

Information regarding-the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




